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and its attendant councillors, and it is not surprising
that Hamilton was charged with cherishing monarchi-
cal sentiments and that he thought it wise to remove
himself for a time from the company of men whom
his opinions must have shocked. His powerful ad-
vocacy of the Constitution as it eventually emerged
showed that its provisions were not too remote from
his views, and John Buchan imagined a very plausible
might-have-been in his tale of an American delegation
purposefully visiting the Young Pretender, Prince
Charles Edward, only to find him a besotted drunkard.
The members of the Convention wanted a Constitu-
tion on the English pattern because they were English,
and wanted a republic partly because they had dis-
owned their King and partly because it had become
the fashion to be republican. It was then that they
remembered, subconsciously maybe, that the English
monarchy was originally elective, that, as the Act of
Settlement showed, it had never really lost its original
quality, and that it therefore could be made compat-
ible with republican institutions. In theory a mon-
archy and a republic represent political extremes. In
practice the American President is very nearly the
Tudor monarch with certain eighteenth century re-
finements, functioning, like everything else in the
American political system, under a time-limit.

Other considerations also operated. When the De-
claration of Independence was issued the American
Colonies all depended, directly or indirectly, upon the
Crown. They owed their legal status to charters
issued by the King, in the first instance to trading